Involving mental health service users and carers in curriculum development: moving beyond 'classroom' involvement.
Recent policy statements that address the future priorities for nurse education have emphasized that service users and carers should be actively engaged in partnerships with education professionals in all aspects of the curriculum. The development of this agenda is well advanced; however, examples of 'how to do it' are sparse. The development of a strategy to involve users and carers in the design and delivery of the Diploma of Higher Education in Nursing at Napier University provided an opportunity to evaluate the process of developing partnerships in this area of nurse education. This paper presents the findings from a process evaluation from the various standpoints of the key interest groups. The overall project and evaluation is outlined, along with methodological and practical issues surrounding this type of 'collaborative' evaluation. The importance and satisfaction of practical aspects of the project are examined. The issues of representativeness, expertise in 'involvement' and the importance of the 'process' of involvement are explored. Finally, the challenges to developing 'meaningful involvement' that goes beyond 'classroom involvement' in nurse education are identified and discussed.